Peach Orchard Park
Restoration Project

A local plan for housing and
assistance in the lives of people.

A Difference
for our Community

A Difference
for Lives

Introduction
First, I want to thank you for the opportunity to bring this project
to your attention and explain something about its origins.
The Rayburn(e) family has a long standing in this community.
My parents bought the lot in 1952 and moved our small, four-room
farm house onto the property.
The block that used to be filled with a garden and fruit trees
had become a deserted building which was condemned by the
Fire Marshal. What a place to take hurting lives and breathe new
hope into them.
My parents were always inviting people into our house. After
many years, here I am back in this same home. The one that was
filled with much love and generosity - towards family - towards all.
In a way, this will just be a continuation of all the people that were
invited to sit at our table and stay in our house.
Perhaps it is fitting that while sitting at my window one day, my
mind wandered back to the days of my youth and I could once
again envision the peach orchard in which I was so fond. Then God
began to expand on this and I could see houses and families and
a lovely park in the center for people to visit and children to play.
And of course, there were peach trees all around.
I began to share my vision with family and friends. The very first
were Mayor Tom and his wife. It quickly grew beyond my initial
contemplation. Many were now contributing to the plan - their
thoughts, time, services, money.
I present this project to you as a way to give back - to bless as you
have been blessed. The needs are real. Some people have not had
many opportunities. Some have just made bad choices. Either way,
I believe that hope and redemption is possible for all.

About the Ministry

Paula Rayburn Ministries is a Christian ministry based upon
the Bible as the Word of God. I have now ministered the Gospel of
Jesus Christ for over twenty seven years.
When we were incorporated in 1999, I had no idea of the
different areas in which God would be leading us. But I suppose
that is true of each of us in our lives. If we knew the end from the
beginning, none of us would probably ever take that first step.
We all tend to feel our own inadequacies and forget it is not
something that could or should be done in our own strength. The
greatest contribution we can make is our own willingness -- our
obedience -- our faith.
My prayer in all the endeavors where God would lead us can be
summed up in this confession of God’s Word: “I know my Father’s
voice and another’s I will not follow.”
The ministry currently operates in three distinct areas.
A Ministry of Prayer - The main outreach of MOP is to aid
individuals at the current basic need in their lives. This includes
counseling, transporation, food and temporary financial aid.
India Outreach - We have recently been forced to scale back
our support in this area. Our support over the past 2 years has
included: orphanage for 10 children with 2 women living on site
to aid - a school for children which included providing them food
and clothing as well as education - support for the church run by a
father and daughter team.
Peach Orchard Park - A budding vision to provide support for
people transitioning from an abusive lifestyle. This will include
providing housing, transportation support, family mentoring
including counseling and training needed for independence.
The Ripple - An infrequently published ministry newsletter.

Meet Some of Our Board

Paula Rayburn, President
I have been active in faith based
counseling for over 25 years and
am licensed in the State of Texas
as a therapist. I have worked as an
employment and training counselor for
over 20 years for Texas Workforce for
Texas Neighborhood services. I have also
attended training on domestic violence
by the Family Crisis Center in Cleburne,
Texas.

Colonel Michael Rayburne
General Manager
OK, can I just suffice it to say that
Michael’s resume is substantial enough to
impress even me - his sister. I invite you
to visit our website to see a more detailed
list of his accomplishments.
As a retired member of the United
States Air Force, his position at retirement
was to manage the staff for the 376 Airlift Wing, Scott AFB, Illinois.
He had 12 organizations that reported to him. Colonel Rayburne
reported to the Wing Commander.

Our City
The City Council of Alvarado, Texas
envisions this as a city of the future
-- a city that still thinks of itself as a
town, a neighborhood, a community
that remembers it’s past and focuses
on the future. It is a neighborhood that
is friendly and remembers its roots.
This town is a great place to visit and
a wonderful place to call home. This is
what PRM envisions also.
We want to help make transitional housing for victims of
domestic abuse. They need safe homes to re-plan their lives. So
many of us come from good, safe homes, but there are many who
don’t have that kind of family support and really need the help -- a
more permanent help than is offered by other programs. The local
churches do tremendous work in this community. We want to help
too and be an additional resource for them to call upon.
When families do not succeed the stresses they experience may
lead to school problems for children, family violence, substance
abuse, distracted employees, unstable communities, and a variety
of other personal and economic ills, which affect the community as
a whole.
I cannot say enough good about the encouragement and support
we have received from the city management, churches and from
individuals who have expressed interest in this project. Our mayor,
Tom Durington, has been a strong supporter of this plan from the
beginning. His wife, Judy Durington, is on our Board of Directors
and will help assist those in need.
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SITE LAYOUT
An intial layout for the
block is indicated on the
left. Hopefully room can be
made for 5 houses by the
architect.

3-BAY GARAGE
An important part of the project
will include this building. In
addition to parking and working on
cars, it will also serve as a storage
place for residents, a center for food
distribution and a community place
for any city emergencies that arise.

NEIGHBORS
POSSIBLE
FLOOR PLAN
Above is one of the
floor plans we are
considering for the
corner lots.

This will be a good opportunity
for people to learn to trust and
interact with other people. Previous
situations may have caused adults
and children to become introverted.
Here they can dwell in security
while they put their lives back
together and become productive.

Peach Orchard Park

Our county is 16th in the State of Texas of having domestic abuse
crimes committed. Since attending training on family violence,
I have recognized the need to provide transitional support for
families fleeing from abusive situations. Our plan will help reduce
the number of times a family returns to the abuser. This service is
not provided by any other program in this city.
PRM has obtained the property on Block 23 of original town
a ddition that belonged to the City of Alvarado. We need to obtain
the only remaining house on the block which will serve as a
counseling, workshop, training and meeting center for individuals
and groups.
The hope is that five families can find transitional housing and
many others can obtain free counsel, legal assistance, medical
attention, job training, transportation, child care, good resumes,
assessment, and security. We also want to address the issues of
credit restoration, dental hygiene, visible tattoo removal, and self
value and life-skills training. Drug awareness is an issue that will
be constantly monitored.
This project is currently seeking donations and grants from
foundations, businesses, etc. We will also need support from
numerous individuals who are willing to donate their money,
materials, time and services.
September 19, 2006 was the project start date with Ret. Col.
Michael H. Rayburne being the General Manager of the project.
Board of Directors
Paula Rayburn, President
Deborah Bailey, Secretary
Judy Durington
Daniel Zamora, Vice President
Michael Rayburne, General Manager
Pamela Rayburne, Real Estate Expert
Karen Rayburne, Treasurer
Linda Jennings, Graphics, Outreach
Harley Daughtery, Community Liaison Builder
Pat White, Grant Writer, Community Outreach

Plant A Seed

We are still in the budding stage of this project. We can present
you a few methods we have envisioned that support will come
in for this project. If none of these fit, we ask you to tell us how
you would like to be a part of this. There is no gift that will not be
received with much gratitude and love.
Anticipated Needs
Purchase remaining house on block for couseling center.
Buildings to erect - Garage - Counseling Center - 5 houses
Salaries (counseling / adminstration)
Monthly support to aid residents and upkeep the area.
Specific Opportunities to Help
Build a Home - We believe there are some who would like to
build a complete home and dedicate it in someone’s memory. This
is a giving opportunity for churches and businesses also.
Furnish a Room - A plaque can be made available.
Donate Services - Many skills will be needed.
Monthly Support - Monthly support helps stability.
One-time Gift
Donate Goods - Give goods you would be happy to receive.
All gifts are tax deductible.

Estimated Need Projection
2007-2012
Site Preparation
Building and asbestos have been removed
Ground preparation
Construction Needed
5 houses with 3 bedrooms each
Counseling Center
3 Bay Garage with kitchen, bathroom and storage
Dog run
Playground and Garden
Transportation
Van
Car maintenance
Fuel
Other items not listed include ongoing maintenance of the entire property,
and salaries with insurance.
							

Why not if we can?
We can if we will!
Peach Orchard Restoration Project
A nonprofit organization for community assistance
www.peachorchardpark.org
211 N. Friou • Alvarado, TX 76009-3226
Phone: 817.790.3229

Paula Rayburn
President
817.790.3229
cell: 817.648.2711

Michael H. Rayburne
Colonel USAF, Retired
General Manager
817.293.0802
cell: 817.992.5224

A local plan for housing and
assistance in the lives of people.
You can help make a difference!
Contact us for more information.
info@peachorchardpark.org
211 N. Friou • Alvarado, TX 76009-3226

817.790.3229

www.peachorchardpark.org

